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ABIDING IN THE LOVE OF GOD. 

 

Imagine that you have complete and utter confidence that God fully accepts you. That you already ARE 

as pleasing to him as you could possibly ever be. Imagine knowing that God will NEVER let you go or cast 

you aside. That you WILL go to heaven when you die. That God is FOR you and that you are a DELIGHT to 

him. Furthermore, imagine that you FEEL the love of God for you, right inside your body. Like a bubble of 

love that surrounds you and fills you. 

What would result from such an EXPERIENCED love of God? No more fear. No more worrying about your 

future. Complete confidence that God has “got your back.” Always and forever. Perhaps best of all, a 
peaceful inner yielding to give service and kindness to others, even those who are rude and overbearing 

– and this happening almost naturally, without gritting your teeth. 

Such a life of abiding in divine love is possible. At the time of this writing, I am experiencing it. 

Interestingly, the Bible does not teach us to try to ACT “lovingly.” Instead, we are to LIVE IN LOVE.  

Scripture describes the CHARACTERISTICS of love. “Love is patient, love it kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no records 

of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 

Jesus also described what love LOOKS like. “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends” (John 15:13). 

It must be said though that love ITSELF is more than characteristics and actions. Love is a thing outside 

of ourselves. It is a divine power we can learn to live from and abide-in. Living in love is to REST, trusting 

God, and RECEIVE and keep on receiving the flow of divine love. 

This is what Jesus meant, I believe, when he rebuked a group of believers because they had “lost their 
first love.” They were TRYING to love, I’m sure, but had lost the SOURCE of love. Jesus counseled them 

to “do the works you did at the first” (see Revelation 2:4-5). 

What were those “first works?” The text does not say, but I believe Jesus is referring to the love we 
received from God at the FIRST OF OUR CONVERSION. What “works” did we do then? Not a whole lot, 
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other than to continue to trust God, receive from him, enjoy him, and anticipate each new day with a 

sense of wonder (what will God do today?) 

Then, well-meaning but wrong advice was given and fear began to creep-in. We were taught that we 

must live a life trying to please God. We FORGOT we were already pleasing to God because of Jesus. As 

evangelist Leif Hetland says, “We already have our A+ with God!” So instead of resting in the work of 
Jesus on our behalf, we began to strive after trying to please God. This is what it means in the Bible to 

“fall from grace.” 

Jesus said quite simply, “He loves me will carry out my commands” (John 14:21). Jesus did NOT mean 
PROVE you love me by obeying me. He just made the simple point that those who do love him will of 

course obey him – BECAUSE they love him! 

And why does the believer love Jesus? Where does our love come from? From Jesus himself. 

“We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

To experience the flow of God’s own love afresh, the “work” we do is REST our confidence on the high 
opinion God has of us ALREADY because of Jesus Christ. Jesus has made us as perfectly pleasing to God 

as will ever be possible – we have his OWN righteousness. Grace has given us the A+ Jesus earned! 

As we repent and go back to that place we were at the FIRST of our conversion, namely RESTING IN 

GOD, we will experience again the flow of his love. We will find ourselves strengthened with power in 

our inner being, ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE. We will come to know the width, length, height, 

and depth of the love of Jesus, to the end that we might live in ALL the fullness of God himself! (see 

Ephesians 3:16-19).  

That is what it means to abide in the love of God. 

 


