
AFRAID OF MISSING GOD’S PLAN? 

 

The other day I talked with a dear Christian brother who was tied up in knots, worried about not hearing 

correctly from God. He needs a new job but he is scared about not hearing God right. He confided to me 

that several times in the past he just “knew” he had heard God correctly only to find out later he had 

been wrong. 

I know exactly how he feels. Some twenty years ago I became convinced I had missed God’s call in a 

pretty large way. I was despondent. It was the worst period of my life. What finally brought me around 

was this the realization that even if I had missed God’s call, there was nothing I could do about it now. 

So I resolved to take the new circumstance (which I despised) and start doing it for the sake of Jesus. 

That choice made ALL the difference. 

Even today, I am not completely clear whether I did or did not miss God’s direction. Nevertheless, God 
has prospered me far beyond what I imagined or deserve. 

This I know. If you are willing, God WILL get you to where he wants you to be – even in spite of detours! 

I have also learned that THIS is the day to walk with Jesus and serve him. We are not in control of the 

future. It is the “here and now” with which we live in God’s presence. For most of us that means doing 

our daily employment for the sake of Jesus. “And WHATEVER you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:17).  

HOW we do something is generally more important than WHAT we do. 

TODAY is the day we are to be faithful. Then tomorrow. And the day after. And the day after that. 

God’s great plan for us is the transformation of our inner self to be like Jesus Christ. Daily trust and 

obedience, especially in the midst of hardship, is a PRIMARY tool of our Lord in our transformation.  



Remember, we did not sign on with Jesus so he would make us successful. We signed on because he is 

God. We gave him the right to do with our lives whatever he pleases. Whether that means success or 

obscurity; applause or persecution.  

STAYING THE COURSE is what counts. 

Have you KNOWINGLY turned away from God’s call on your life?  And now you regret it? Is all lost? No, 

it is not. God has the amazing ability to re-work his plan for us in spite of our disobedience – provided 

we repent and begin anew to follow him. Our God is a God who works out “all things according to the 

purpose of his will” (Ephesians 1:11). 

Frequently I have heard God’s voice on the inside. But for me at least his voice tends to deal with THIS 

day, not some dramatic direction for the future. Someone who needs me to listen to them, a certain 

word of encouragement or witness to speak at an appropriate time, sometimes even the foreknowledge 

of something to happen later on that day. In terms of a MAJOR decision though, such as changing jobs, I 

look to the inner voice as CONFIRMATION, rather than the ONLY direction I follow. 

Maturity in following Jesus involves ALREADY knowing what he is in favor of because we are acquainted 

with his written Word. As opportunities come our way, we filter them through our knowledge of God, 

and the choices become clearer. Further guidance, including the inner voice, also comes along to 

sharpen our decisions. 

All things being equal, when something good and helpful occurs to you to do, I believe you can ASSUME 

that is the Holy Spirit guiding you. My friend worried that he might let his own desires interfere with 

hearing God. “I want to be careful that I’m not choosing just what I want.” I understand that. We all 

struggle at times to differentiate motives rising from our flesh from God-prompted motives. 

Still, it is pretty clear to me that once we have resolved WHOSE we are and WHO we are in Christ and 

WHAT the course of our life shall be (that of following Jesus) we can assume that strong desires rising 

within to do some good and helpful thing come from the leading of God. 

And frankly, there are some decisions in which God wants US to make the choice. Sometimes this is a 

test, but more often, I believe, he gives us the freedom as the much-loved children to make our OWN 

choices under the benevolent gaze of a loving heavenly Father. 

We do need to be honest with ourselves. Does our fear of missing God rise from a desire to OBEY HIM 

because he is God – or – is it fear from a lesser motive, such as not wanting to miss material benefit and 

advancement? 

God is VERY kind and thankfully does not need us to be completely free from every wrong motive in 

order to guide us. He would have few of us to work with if that were the case. 

On the other hand, God is “growing us up” in our decision-making capacity. After all, we will be reigning 

this universe with Jesus Christ someday! God is working in us maturity and wisdom such that ONE DAY 

he can trust us to do what WE want into eternity. 

If interested, I have other articles and videos on my website, www.HelpforLiving.org. 

 



 


