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AN APPEAL TO FORMER CHRISTIANS: COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. 

 

In the last few months I have corresponded with a number of former Christians. Most are embittered by 

painful experiences with the Church, perceived hypocrisy of Christians, grief in personal tragedy, 

consternation at the seeming impotence of God to help, and still others, by a growing disconnect 

between science and faith. Still others, I assume, have drifted away just from lack of interest. 

I understand these reasons. 

To be honest, I think “going to church” is pretty boring, unless once there, you encounter the living 

Presence. The Church does have lots of problems. There are indeed hypocrites amongst us.  

Life itself can be shriekingly painful for no apparent reason. Our impotence against powers beyond our 

control, groans, “Where is God?” No response. Just silence. In mute anger and disappointment, many 

have turned away. 

I want to invite you back. 

There is a God. He is real. He is powerful. He can be trusted. 

He knows everything you have been going through. He can handle your anger and disappointment. He 

truly is tender and kindhearted, no matter what you might think. 

I know. My expertise is not theology, it is not the Bible, it is not church leadership, it is not prayer. Yes, I 

have competencies in all those things, but my real expertise, if I have one, is that I do know God. 

Personally. For over 40 years now.  

I know him to be gentle. I know him to be faithful. I know him to be kind. I know him to not be appalled 

at my behavior. I know him to rescue me when in trouble, whether of my own making, or trouble that 

comes simply by living in this fallen world. 

I know his discipline. I know his encouragement. And I know he will never me. No matter what. He has 

promised. 

And I am GROWING to understand his heart. I know he is deeply concerned about you. Especially if you 

are one of his lost sheep. He is happy to put the past behind him, to have you home. 
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Do you not recognize his continued blessings even after you left him? Anger can take the form of “I’ll 
show you!” but why not relent? 

Do you remember the Parable of the Prodigal Son taught by Jesus? The father (God) in the story, has a 

runaway son (you) weary, defeated, with no hope, with nowhere else to go, and turns to go back home.  

No real expectation of welcome, but maybe, just perhaps, if he can apologize long and hard enough, his 

father might have him back. 

This part brings tears to me. 

The father (God) sees his son trudging home. And HE RUNS DOWN TO ROAD to embrace his son, he is so 

excited to have him come home. 

Listen to the words of Jesus: “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). 

THE FATHER IS WHAT GOD IS LIKE. He will welcome YOU home. 

None of us comes close to fully understanding God and his ways. Well, no actually, that’s not true. There 

is one. His name is Jesus. 

Why don’t you come on home for Christmas? 


