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THE DECEIT OF TEMPTATION. 

 

Temptation is not sin but it sure is painful. It is also deceitful. It urges us to give way to that inner “yes” 
so as to be done with the pain of temptation. What it does NOT suggest to our mind is that the longer 

we resist, the LESS insistent the temptation becomes, particularly if we REMOVE OURSELVES from the 

situation. 

Removing ourselves from the situation is the key. Where there is no temptation there will be no sin. 

I’m not aware of any purely mental temptation. The force of temptation lies in its emotional and 

physical pull to weaken our will to give way. We are in the midst of the misery and pressure and 

temptation suggests to us, “You better give in now, because it is only going to get worse!” Yet, as we 

leave the field of temptation, we find its pull weakens dramatically, diminishing to the point where it is 

gone, at least for now. 

Some Christians get a little smug about their ability to resist temptation. Perhaps their weaknesses have 

not yet been exposed. It is a VERY good thing to know our areas of weaknesses and susceptibilities, so 

we can skirt areas of temptation while its pull is still light. I have wondered if God permitted the Apostle 

Peter to fall in order to humble him in preparation for the leadership he was to be entrusted with later. 

For rest of his life, I suspect, Peter was quite gentle with others who fell. 

Are you in the midst of that lack of peace and awful turmoil of being under temptation? You are not a 

lesser Christian because of it. This is normal experience for the believer in this world. God will provide a 

way out, so when it appears, take it. The LIE of temptation is that it will only grow stronger. Certainly 

that is the case if we insist on staying under it – but as we distance ourselves, we discover to our great 

relief, that its pressure has gone. 

If we gave way to temptation and sinned, God will use that too – to add to our gratitude for the 

forgiveness we have in Jesus Christ! So let us get back up, pick up the pieces, and follow Jesus Christ 

once again. 


