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THE LOVE OF GOD 

 

I have had a new experience of the love of God. It came about at a conference on healing led by Randy 

Clark and the Global Awakening ministry. The power of God came upon me once again. I found myself 

trembling, shaking, and then falling out in the Spirit. 

Out of this experience of God’s power, together with the teaching at the conference (especially that of 
Leif Hetland, a Norwegian evangelist) I have found my “first love” again (Revelation 2:4). 

Let me be clear. I did not recover this “love I had at the first” by striving. It was a fresh impartation of the 
power of the Spirit, which came by grace. 

That this was God-initiated is very important for what I want to say here. Most of my life as a pastor has 

been spent in trying hard to please God, not just because I am a Christian, but so God could use me 

more fully in ministry. These motives are admirable, I suppose, but they do not fit God’s plan. 

Because of Jesus Christ, I ALREADY have an A+ with God! I am ALREADY seated with Christ in heavenly 

realms. I am ALREADY a Son. God is not interested in blessing my efforts to serve – but in directing my 

efforts because HE HAS ALREADY GONE AHEAD OF ME. 

Simply put, God has ALREADY made me PERFECTLY pleasing to himself. He even likes me! Not for what I 

have been trying to do, but because he put his affection upon me before this world was made. 

Fear has gone. I know I am safe in God. Anxiety over making “right decisions” has gone – my Father will 

guide me. When concerns bubble-up in my mind, I find I am able to refer them to God almost instantly. 

There is great relief inside me. I feel wrapped in God, like a baby wrapped in a blanket. My Abba (daddy) 

holds me securely and will not let me go. 

Whatever comes my way, I KNOW God will cause it to work out for my good. 

Instead of living FOR God, I find myself living FROM God. I serve God still, but not as a servant, but as a 

Son. The pull of temptation also seems to have lessened. 

It is interesting to me that most Christians seem to gravitate either striving after either correct doctrine 

or correct behavior. Both are important of course, but something else is FAR more important. 
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LOVE. 

We are not called to try to act lovingly. We are called to live from love. 

Paul wrote, “The only thing that counts is faith, expressing itself through love.” 

John wrote, “This is his command. That we believe in the name of his son Jesus Christ and love one 
another as he commanded us.” 

Rather than thinking of love as a continuing series of thought-out benevolent actions, it is much more 

helpful, I believe, to think of love as the inflow of divine Presence. Out of that flow of life and power, 

loving actions happen, almost without thinking. The left hand truly does not know what the right hand is 

doing, because love happens naturally, super-naturally. 

How else could we possibly love those who hate and mistreat us – if not from divine love itself? 

Out of this fresh experience of empowerment, I have re-learned my part in this work of grace. There is 

ONE thing to do to receive the flow of divine love. That is to REST in the finished work of Jesus Christ and 

the love of the Father. Out of that place of rest (faith), the Spirit washes me on the inside and overflows 

me with the living water of the love of God. 

My “first love” came about in conjunction with my “first work,” namely RESTING in Christ. 

“Father, thank you for bringing me to a place of abiding in your love. Keep me here, Father. When I 
revert to striving, please bring me back to this place of rest. Thank you. In Jesus’ name, AMEN!” 

 


