
Pastor Scott Hilborn 

 

WE HAVE BEEN LYING SINCE ADAM. 

 

Not only point-blank lying, but when we slightly shade the truth, or withhold certain facts, or exaggerate 

our success, or minimize our failure, or imply things that are not true, or subtly make ourselves appear 

more noble or virtuous or accomplished – WE ARE LYING.  

I fully admit, at times I do too. 

We are a race of liars. 

Which is why we avoid coming to God – who, among others things, is ABSOLUTE TRUTH. The most 

frightening thing in the world is to come into the presence of perfect holiness. It takes courage, faith, 

and (often) desperation to get us to do so. 

Then, with all our lies and evasions, having steeled ourselves to be shattered before God’s truthfulness, 

our spirit breaks in sobbing relief to discover God does not hold our crimes against us. The received love 

of God permanently changes us. We are born a second time. 

As to the taking of oaths. 

Here in the USA, we have just been treated to the sight of two people standing in front of the Senate 

Judiciary Committee, swearing under penalty of law to “tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, so help me God.” Two VERY different versions of the truth then came out. 

Depending on whom you believed, what would it take for you to believe the OTHER person? I hope your 

secret answer is not, “I refuse to believe him/her NO MATTER WHAT.” 

In terms of a courtroom, we take OATHS to demonstrate our truthfulness. We also need witnesses and 

evidence. However, in terms of everyday believability, we need a REPUTATION for honesty. 

Jesus Christ taught us to not swear oaths (Matthew 5:33-37). Rather than invoking God’s name to make 

people believe us, we can become the KIND OF PERSON who simply tells the truth. 

Others then believe us, without our having to give a song and dance as to why they should. Their faith in 

our truthfulness comes from experiencing our honesty, even when it costs us. We are known as a man 

or woman of OUR WORD. 
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When I overhear my students say, “I swear to God!” I calmly tell them, “You don’t need to swear to God. 

Just tell the truth.” They look puzzled but I can tell they are thinking. 

If you are an honest person, you may not be believed, given our present culture of deceit. 

BUT THE TRUTH WILL COME OUT. 

Hear the Word of God: 

1 Timothy 5:24-25 

The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail 

behind them. In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious cannot 

remain hidden forever. 

1 Corinthians 4:5 

The Lord will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. At that 

time each will receive their praise from God. 

Luke 12:3 

What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in 

the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. 

 


