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WHAT HAPPENED AT THE CROSS? 

 

Many things. The crowd, convinced they had been taken-in by a deceiver, enjoyed watching him get his 

just desserts. Caiaphas, the High Priest, breathed a sigh of relief that a threat to his popularity and a 

trigger for Roman anger was gone. Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator, just washed his hands of the 

whole affair. 

Jesus died an ordinary death by crucifixion. I say ordinary, but it was the worst form of capital 

punishment. “Excruciating pain” is a term we use for horrible pain. Not many know its derivation. It 

comes from Latin, EXCRUCIARE, meaning, “out of crucifixion.” 

THAT IS THE HUMAN SIDE OF THINGS.  NOW, FOR GOD’S SIDE OF THINGS. 

The Bible says, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting men’s sins against 
them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

How did God reconcile the world to himself through Christ? By out-maneuvering the devil’s strategies 
and those of the High Priest, Pilate, and the crowd, in order to GET JESUS CRUCIFIED. 

Jesus was crucified for the sins of the world. Unbeknownst to all, as Jesus was crucified, God placed the 

sins of humanity upon Jesus, so that he could die and experience the agonies of hell, in our place, SO WE 

WOULD NOT HAVE TO. 

“For God so loved the world, that he sent his one and only Son, that WHOEVER believes in him might not 

perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

By placing our sins upon Jesus – and in the shedding of his blood unto death – in some mysterious and 

wonderful way – your sins and mine were atoned for. 

“God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by 

faith” (Romans 3:25). 

TO THE EXTENT WE TRUST JESUS TO MAKE US RIGHT WITH GOD – WE ARE MADE RIGHT WITH GOD, 

NOW AND FOREVER. 

What does it look like to put your trust in Jesus?  It looks (and feels) like giving up.  You give up trying to 

excuse your past bad behavior. Instead, you call it SIN and agree with God you have no excuse. 
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You give up trying to justify yourself by good deeds. Following Jesus will certainly result in living a good 

life. But living a genuinely good life is a RESULT of Christ living within you – not the CAUSE of finding favor 

with God. 

TRUSTING JESUS is the one and only way of finding favor with God. The sooner you give up on your own 

self-righteousness and self-sufficiency, the better. 

To trust Jesus is to give control of your life into his hands. You abandon your own (self-pleasuring) plans 

and trust Jesus with the outcomes of your life. Entrusting yourself to Jesus will mean learning directly from 

him how to do EVERYTHING in your life. It will mean becoming like a little child again, starting over, 

unlearning bad habits, and receiving from Jesus the ways and means to live as his disciple. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLACE YOUR TRUST IN JESUS? 

If so, the link below is to a seven-minute video in which I explain just how you can do that. I would enjoy 

hearing back from you. Feel free to ask questions you might have and I will do my best to give you a good 

answer. 

https://www.facebook.com/BanksPresbyterian/videos/1539516759424669/ 
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