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WHAT HAPPENED ON GOOD FRIDAY? 

 

Perhaps you have heard the title of Jonathan Edwards’ (1741) most famous sermon, “Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God”? Good Friday could be titled, “God in the Hands of Angry Sinners.” 

God was crucified by us on Good Friday. 

Every human being knows God exists. Each one of us has deliberately pushed the knowledge of God 

away, so we could sin. We have done this repeatedly and deliberately. 

If God were a genii in the bottle, to grant us our wishes, then conveniently disappear until we needed 

him again – EVERYONE would love that kind of god. 

But the living God is not like that. God loves and holds humanity to be precious in his sight, he God is 

offended by our refusal to draw near to him and our craven allegiance to the false gods of pride, greed, 

boastfulness, lust, anger, contempt, ambition, and so on. 

We will all one day have to give an account of what we did with our lives to God. 

What could be done to save a humanity, originally created to live eternally as sons and daughters 

bearing God’s image, to reign over this universe with him, but now a rebellious and corrupt race 

destined for destruction? How could God exact his just retribution against sin and at the same time, 

spare us, the sinners? 

By taking our sins onto himself. 

THIS IS WHAT GOOD FRIDAY IS ALL ABOUT. It was bad for Jesus. Good for us. 

Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, received in himself the just penalty for our sins. ALL OUR SINS. ALL OF US. 

Jesus suffered the pains of hell IN OUR PLACE so no human being need be doomed for perdition. 

This salvation from sin, its guilt, power, and consequences, is given to each person without cost TO THE 

EXTENT THEY WILL PLACE THEIR TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST. 

What does that look like? To place your trust in Jesus Christ? 
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It looks (and feels) like giving up. 

 

You give up trying to excuse your past bad behavior. Instead, you call it sin and agree with God you have no 

excuse for your sins. 

 

You give up trying to justify yourself by good deeds. 

 

Entrusting yourself to Jesus will certainly result in living a good life. But living a genuinely good life will be a 

RESULT of Christ living within you – not the CAUSE of your finding favor with God. 

 

TRUSTING JESUS is the one and only way of finding favor with God. The sooner you give up on your own self-

righteousness and self-sufficiency, the better. 

 

To trust Jesus is to give control of your life over into his hands. You abandon your own (self-pleasuring) plans 

and entrust to Jesus the outcomes of your life. 

 

Entrusting yourself to Jesus will mean learning directly from him how to do EVERYTHING in your life. 

 

You will become like a little child again, starting over, unlearning bad habits, and learning directly from Jesus 

the ways and means to live as his disciple. 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLACE YOUR TRUST IN JESUS? 

 

If this is what you would like to do, this seven-minute video I did will help you do just that. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BanksPresbyterian/videos/1539516759424669/ 

https://www.facebook.com/BanksPresbyterian/videos/1539516759424669/

