
Pastor Scott Hilborn 

WHEN THE MOUNTAIN WON’T MOVE. 

 

You have done everything you know to do spiritually but the pain/grief/fear will not move and 

hopelessness has begun to set in. What do you do? 

First of all, not everything that happens is God. There is an active devil and his agents, and there are 

corrupt human beings. The free actions of evil do not find their CAUSE in God. 

Throughout Church history, some have said, “Whatever bad thing happens is the will of God for you, so 

you may grow in holiness. So, rather than resist that evil, thank God for it.” 

That, I’m sorry to say, is just crazy. If you break a bone, do you not go to the doctor? If a thief robs your 

house, do you not call the police? If your credit card has been compromised, do you not call your bank? 

Yes, yes, and yes. You don’t throw up your hands and sigh, “Well, my broken arm must be God’s will, so I 
need to accept my fate and not get it treated.” That would be stupid. 

God has given you a brain. You are to take appropriate measures for protection, healing, and provision. 

Jesus himself AVOIDED attack until he knew it was his time. NO figure in the Bible passively accepted 

injury or attack as if it must be “God’s will.” All sought to be relieved of it. Even Job refused to accept his 

suffering as somehow deserved. 

It was only AFTER they had done all they could, that they submitted to their suffering to God. 

How many people who came to Jesus seeking healing and deliverance were told, “No, I will not heal you 

because you need this suffering in order to draw closer to God.” NOT ONE PERSON. 

If God were in the business of bringing affliction on people, he certainly had a curious way of 

counteracting those afflictions in the person of Jesus Christ. 

So given your present troubles, HAVE you done all you can do? 
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First, have you owned up to your part in your troubles? Perhaps your parents warned you not to marry 

that guy. Perhaps you knew God was telling you not to take that job, but you did it anyway. Or maybe 

you had too much to drink and now you are in trouble with the law. And so on. 

I don’t know about you, but about 85% of whatever suffering I have experienced has been my own fault, 

at least in part. 

So you must first repent, ask forgiveness (of God and others), and entrust your mess to God. He has 

miraculous ways of bringing blessing in spite of your sinful ways – if you will repent. 

Second, is God trying to get your attention through this? Perhaps you have wandered away from God 

over the years. The pain may be his voice to come home to God. 

Third, have you taken authority over evil and commanded that it leave you? You speak to the devil like 

you speak to a strange dog about to attack your pet. You do not ASK it to leave. 

Fourth, have you broken the power of generational sins (and curses) that may have come down to you 

from your ancestors? 

Fifth, have you taken PRACTICAL steps needed to resolve your situation? Perhaps you are without work. 

Are you combining your prayers with possible job re-training and an active search? 

I am not normally a fan of the slogan, “Let go and let God.” Yes, having done all you can do, THEN, let go 
and let God. But until that time your slogan needs to be, “Trust God and get going!” 

Finally, have you prayed BELIEVING? Have you joined that prayer with fasting? The “prayer of faith” 
mentioned in the Bible DOES move mountains. I have seen it happen. 

YET THE MOUNTAIN HAS NOT MOVED. NOW WHAT? 

After having done all, maybe over the course of months and years, THEN you “let go and let God.” You 
take up your suffering as part of the cross of Christ FOR YOU and you keep following Jesus. You live 

before that audience of One. You share your pain with just a few confidants who will pray for you over 

the long haul. 

You live by (at least) these five texts of Scripture: 

Psalm 23; Psalm 91:14-16; Isaiah 40:31; Romans 8:28; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. 

You continue to entrust yourself to God and let your life become a sacrifice of praise. 
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