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WHY A GOOD LIFE CANNOT GET US TO HEAVEN. 

 

The Bible teaches that a good life is INSUFFICIENT to get us to heaven. “No one will be declared 
righteous in God’s sight by the works of his Law.” (Romans 3:20). 

Why is a sincere effort to obey God’s law not sufficient to get us to heaven? For at least two reasons. 

First, God does not grade on the curve. In other words, either we fulfill God’s Law PERFECTLY, or we are 
utterly lost. 

Think about that. Never having held others in contempt? Never having lusted after someone sexually? 

Never having broken our word? Never having taken something that didn’t belong to us? Never having 

failed to give God appropriate thanks and praise? 

This is why the Bible says about us, “All have sinned and fall SHORT of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 

The second reason is that we are not the RIGHT KIND OF PEOPLE TO LIVE IN HEAVEN. We are 

constitutionally unqualified. Like a caterpillar who wants to fly. He could fasten wings on himself, he 

could try his hardest, he could sincerely INTEND to fly – but the caterpillar cannot fly. He is 

constitutionally the WRONG kind of being to fly. 

The caterpillar will never fly AS HE CURRENTLY EXISTS. 

Our problem is not just what we have done, or failed to do, but WHO WE ARE. 

Every human being has known at some point in his life that God exists. And each one of us has pushed 

that awareness of God to the side so that we could do what we KNEW to be wrong. We have done this 

repeatedly and deliberately (see Romans 1:18-20). 

Furthermore, we have all failed to give God the glory he deserves – and credited ourselves instead. This 

is the essence of what the Bible calls sin. 

We sin because of WHO WE ARE INSIDE. 
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Jesus said, “For from WITHIN, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, murder, 
adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, filthiness, slander, pride, foolishness. All these things come from 

WITHIN, and they defile a man” (Mark 7:21-22). 

Though usually hidden from our conscious awareness (until God makes us aware), we would actually 

prefer God NOT TO EXIST. We fear his judgment – and with good reason. 

On the other hand, EVERYONE would like a God who was a “genii in a bottle” to grant us our wishes – 

and then when finished, have him quietly disappear until the next time. 

BUT GOD IS NOT LIKE THAT. He holds us accountable for our behavior. Jesus said, “I tell you, on the day 

of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak” (Matthew 12:36).  

Given who we are on the inside, the human being would be TERRIFIED to be in heaven. Heaven, more 

than anything else, is a place full of God. Those in heaven get to see him face-to-face. So unless we 

become constitutionally a DIFFERENT KIND OF HUMAN BEING, we could not stand to be in heaven. 

But the caterpillar CAN IN FACT FLY – through metamorphosis. He can be constitutionally changed into 

the sort of being who does fly – namely, a butterfly. 

This is why Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 

God” (John 3:3). 

In the new birth, the Holy Spirit changes the internal motivation of spirit in the human being who places 

his trust in Jesus Christ. The new birth enables him to place his FAITH in Jesus. Instead of loving sin, the 

one who is born-again finds himself loving Jesus. He becomes the kind of person who would ENJOY 

heaven. 

Would you like to be born-again? The new birth is intimately tied to receiving Jesus Christ into your life. 

If this is something you would like to do, the following seven-minute video I’ve done will help lead you 
to do just that. 

https://www.facebook.com/BanksPresbyterian/videos/1539516759424669/ 
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